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the situation.
rue steamer trey west, wnicn arrived at tms

oort yesterday from Beaufort, S. C., with dates of
the 20th inst., reports that the story of the rebels
laving abandoned the siege of Washington, N. C.,
a fully confirmed. Wc have no later news from
that direction.
A despatch from Memphis, dated Tuesday, re>

ports sumo spirited engagements in that quarter,
it sayn that on Saturday evening last three regi
ments of infantry ond one of cavalry left Memphh
on a rcconnuitering expedition. When near Non
conna the cavalry came upon a detachment ol

Wythe's rebel cavalry. A tight ensued, resulting
in the repulse of the rebels. The next morning
the cavalry again attacked the robels, killing
twenty, wounding forty and capturing eighty
The rebels fled in great confusion across tin
Coldwater, where they received reinforcement*
and our forces fell back to Hernando. The rebel
were so severely handled that they did not attemp
to follow.
At Hernando we were reinforced by infantry am

artillery, under Colonel Bryant, who moved to tin
Coldwater and attacked the rebels on the oppositi
iide of that river. The light lasted until sundown
and was confined chietiy.to the infantry, as the ar

tiller.v could not be as successfully used as desired
* jur loss is five killed and fifteen wounded.

The particulars of the passage of Admiral Por
ter's fleet under the batteries of Vickaburg shav
the fact that the transport Honry Clay was so ae

rcrcly damaged by ahot that she sunk, and tha
ill hands made for a fiatboat as the boat was goin;
iuwu. It is believed thai they wore lost. Th
oilot floated down the river nine miles on a plank
lud was picked up opposite Warrenton. Ther
ire eleven gunboats below Vicksburg novr, ir

viii t uiiucr r ari.i^'ic. inr i>iv\ i/cpjri
mr-jt ha« received anofliii.il account of the rur

nine ol Admiral Fsrragut's fleet by the batterie
at H arrenton, and his conflict with the bHttorie
at Grand Culf, the main facts of which wc havi

already published.
The en my continue to cross the Rappahannock

in small bodies, and prowl about the lines of Gen
Hooker's army. On Tuesday the commanding off]
cer of the rebel Black Horse cavalry and six mci

were ruptured at Waterloo. The river is fading
rapidly, and the condition of the roads is improv
i«g.

i he question of the disposition of the Britial
mail found iu the PctcrhofV was derided in thi
United States District C«.urt yesterday, Jndgi
Metis deli coring the mail bag to the custody of thi
United States Attorney, who immediately trans
ferr.'d it ts Mr. Archibald, the British Consul, whi
was present in court. The proceedings again*
the vea»ei and cargo are sv -mended for the present

Tli»- Britishprixe stcamorOertrude, of London
from V*»*au, N. P., arrived at this port yesterday
.^he was raptured on the 10th Inst., off Harbn
Island, by the United States ^nnliont Vunderbill
after a cbase of several hou.t. She was bound t

Charleston, S. C., and on arriving nfl tliat port
and finding It so closely blo< haded, was on her rt

turn to Nnsssii when captured. Her cargo constsl
of ganpofrdet and militery stores.
More light Is thrown upon the late news froi

Mexico touching the reported defeat of the Frenc
army at Pneblu, by the arrival of the attaint
Eagle from Havana last night, llvr datea arc t

the lHth insf., and, although'the intelligence cot

tainedun our correspond! nee Is confined tot!
rumors extant in Havana, yet it look* in the dire
firm of a defeat of the Mexicans instead of a vi

tory at Puebla, and speaks of the offer of Ortej
to capitulate to the Preach general after bcii

repulsed in a sortie. These, however, are mere
*»

the Hosting rumors in Havana. and have yet to 1
< onflrmed before they can he accepted as trne.

EUROPEAN NEWS.
The Rtcamship Persia, from Vneenstown on tl

lfth Inst., arrived at this port yesterday mornio
Her news is two day* later than the a<lvi< o* of tl
dura, sod is of iai import.m character.
The English government v. as still engaged

effort* ostensibly directed against the fitting out
rebel war vaWela lathe porta of the kingdm
Although the Alexandra was seised by the ol
o«rs of customs at larcrpool. previous to t
nailing of the Jura, a number of men still conti
wad at work oa her, making h*r ready for sea. \

NEW 10!
. loiim by th' Peraia that the- men tnul botn turn
' mi 08 the veeael by the gove ninoiit offic ala, who

had t.i'ccn ft:!! posuiisioB of her, previous to a rigid
investigation as to her hietory -<.ud destination.

It is sa.d tint the Cabinet had alao ordered a
commission in Liverpool to report on all the cirrumst.incesconnected with the case of the Alaboraa,

a The Japan, or Virpinia, it ia now stated, was
a built at Dumbarton .not at (Jreenock.Scotland,

and ran out from the Clyde on the 3d of April. The
order for her attest arrived from Loudon on tire
itll fhp tluti oftna La%.

J -"J ' "VI UOH»iHUIt.
The rebel loan bad rallied in England, and was

again at a premium, with an " enormous businosa"
done in Liverpool on the 10th inst. The loan waa

regularly dealt in on the Paris Uourso at a prc-inium.
There ia nolhing new with respect to the federalloan in England. The London Herald hints

that the Union agents feared the undertaking
would not be successful in England, and that they
were eonaequontly disposed to seek to raise the
required amount in Holland,

i Some of the offioers of the ship Star of Peace,
which was burned by the Florida, give a full state'ment of the operations of the privateer so far us

seen by them. She mounted three broadside rifled
thirty-two-pounder guns on each side, and two one
hundred and ten-pounder pivot guns.one forward
and one aft.

It wn» reported in Ireland that the able bodied
young men of the island were leaving for the
United States, to the number of fifteen hundred a
week, end that the emigration was likely to continue.English writers and officials acknowledge,
in their anger, that these men go under the hope
of ultimately liberating Ireland from England,
with the aid of Americana.
The Polish insurrection was still in great vigor

and activity. The O.ar of Russia had so far
yielded as to offer a general amnesty to all the
Poles who return to their allegiance by the 13tTi of
May. England, France and Austria had addressed
separate notes to Russia, Conveying a friendly
" warning" to the Emperor on the subject of
reforms for Poland. Cronstadt had been placed
in a state of dcfenco, and the Russian army was to
be increased. It is said that Russia was to direct
her attention towards Sweden for some offence
taken respecting the Polish question. Serious
eventualities were likely to ensue. Napoleon bad,
it was said, inquired if Italy could take a military
part under certain circumstances, and had had an
assurance to the effect that the King could furnish
sixty thousand men.
The Liverpool cotton market was 'quiet and unchangedon the 11th instant. Breadstuff* were

heavy und tending downward. Provisions were
dull and declining. Couaols closed in Loudon on
the 11th instant at 92% a 92% for money.

THE LEGISLATURE.
In the Senate yesterday the New York city Mechanics'Lien bill was passed; also the Annual Tax

bill. The tax levied by the Tax bill is Ave and
live-eighths mills on the dollar. The bill amending
the Excise law was lost. The Assembly's amendmentsto tht Militia bill, the Now York Pilotage
bill, and the bill appropriating the surplus canal
revenues, were concurred in. An executive sessionwas held; but the Governor's nominations of

r .James A. Farrell for Commisaarv General and

; Daniel Young for Captain of the Port of New York
, were not confirmed. Third readings were ordered

on the Staten Island Ferry bill and the bills em1powering railroad companies to employ special
police and to incorporate the Hudson and Harlem

e Rivers Canal Company. The rcaolntions favoring
Buvja an amendment to the constitution as will permitsoldiers to vote by proxy were tabled by 8 to
1H. .

* The Assembly passed the bill allowing soldiers
to vole, by 65 yeas to 50 nays. *The resolutions

j for an amendment of the constitution so as to cn(
able thorn to vote were adopted by 114 yeas to 1
nay. Tho Assembly also passed the bills estubJlishing a quarantine for this port and defining the

. duties of onr Health Officer, providing additional

. relief for sick and wounded soldiers, incorporating
the American and Mexican Itailroad and Telegraph
Company, in relation to New York city arrears of
taxes and assessments, and the New York city Tax
Levy. The amendments of the Senate to the bill

f authorizing the Mayor and Comptroller of
this city to appoint thirty t«* marshals
were concurred in. The great A.'tnre of the
day's session was the passage of tne Broadway

? Railroad Mil. The committee Mving it in charge
e reported it to the Housesompmft#, with an amendmentrepealing the clause of the Harlem Itailroad

charter which gives that company the privilege,
after obtaining the consent of the Common Council,to lay a road in Rroadway, when the bill was

t- ordered to its third reading, and passed, by 67 in
the affirmative to 66 in the negative. Much excitemi-ntwas caused in Albany yesterday by the
commencement of uu examination before s police

* justice, as witnesses, of various persons who are
i supposed to tie cognizant of extensive schemes of

legislative corruption. Veiy little is yet made
public as to what the testimony betore the magistrateamounted to, the examination Ix-ing conductedprivately,

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS,
a The official vote on the amendment to the congatltutiou of the new State of West Virginia is as

follows:.
For. Againnt.Vote in thirty-eight counties 20,623 440

Soldiers' vote 7,6!>6 132

5 Total SMI" 172
William L. Goggin, who is announced an the

fifth aspirant for the executive chair of Eastern
8 Virginia, was the Know Nothing csndidate in 1M69,

against the present Governor, John 1-etcher.
d Governor H. It. Gambia has summoned the State

t Convention of Missouri to assemble again in the
Capitol.at Jefferson City on the 16th.of June, to
"consult ami act upon the subject of emancipation

i. of slaves and such other matters as may be con .nccted with the peace and welfare of tho State.''
r The Chesteriown (Md.) Cnnterrator and the

Leonardtown (Md.) Brecon, two copperhead concerns,have been suppressed by order of General
0 Hchenck. and the editors J.L. Barrel I and James
I, l>ow nea.have been sent South to air their trcammablepropensities.

Sportsmen should not forget that there is a law
on the statute hook of this state forbidding the
shooting sad punishing by line and imprisonment

tn an infraction thereof.of a nightingale, nighthhawk, blue bird, yellow bird, oriole, fiarh. thrush,
lark, sparrow, wrrn, martin, swallow, woodpecker,
or any other harmless bird, at anytime, and bobo*links and robins between February 1 sod Goto

a- bor 1.
IP The secession citizens of Fairfax county, VIr_ginla, and vicinity, have petitioned tie r bel tleni

ral Lee to remove Mix-by and his gang ot gnerilc"las from Chat district, alleging that their presence
f4 and their raids hriug down tipon innocent *e

»g ceshers tha vengeance af the federals.
].. The Methodist Episcopal Conference went into

It....... .1.. .._.

plication was ramie to receive n* a Minister Mr.
Philip Oertnood, of the Norfolk ortrt (loehen distrio#*.Connecticut, tbe caudidntc bavins mrrrd

,o the nana! probationary term. A somewhat excitlogdebste arose on thin proposition, several ofthe
to member* assenting that Mr. (kimocd was disloyalto the government of the United Mates,
in which assertions wore borne out by n majority rote
of of rejection by the aiembon «t the Conference,
n. A~ftcr "some >oiiOne bnslnrna the Conference adIB-jnnraed at two o'clock.
he Rev. P. Tlseot. 8. J., chaplain of the Tlilr
in. ty-serenth New York Yolnnteers, has sent to this
t'e city the sum of 1903 It, subscribetl br the private!

I
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of that regiment for the relief of the Irish sufferers.
At the erecting of the Commissioners of Emigrationyesterday Cuban C. Verplanck, the veteran

1'ie ident ol the Board, was re-elected tor the en-

ailing year, and also the Vioe President, Ac. The
returns of the emigration to this port for the last
week, as furnished to the Board, show that the
number o' arrivals in that time was si* thousand
three hundr d and thirty-one, among whom were

a large proportion of able-bodied young men.
Thia makes the number since January 1 seven-
teen thousand six hundred and sixty-two, an excessof ten thousand and thirty-one over last year
to the sainc neriod. The commutation balance at
present umouuts to 110,203.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday, beforeltci ordc^lofftnan, JamosUoully, who pleaded
guilty of an aRault with intent to commit a rape,
was sentenced to the Bute Prison for three years
and six months. Michael Pagan, who put in a

similar plea, was sentenced to the same place for
four years and six mouths. John Q. Harris and
Isaiah W. Worms!ey, both colored, found guilty of
grand larceny, were each sentenced to the Btate
Prison for two years. Owen Parley was allowed
to plead guilty of manslaughter in the fourth degreeon an indictment charging him with having
caused the death of his wife, Bridget Parley, by
beating her on the 2d of March last. Bernard Levy
was tried on an indictment for receiving the goods
stolen by the two colored men, Harris and Wormsley.The jury, after a short absence, aendered a

verdict of not guilty. Courtney Harrison, a young
Englishman, pleaded gnilty of assault and battery,
and was allowed to eulist in the Merchants' Brigade.
The stock market was more buoyant yesterday, and

prices woro an better. Harlem rose 16 per cent, ct(sting
about 10 per cout higher than last evening. Hudson and
Toledo were both 4 a 6 per cent bettor. Gold fluctuated
betweeu 146 and 147%, closing at five P. M. at about
147%. Exchange closed at 161 a 162. Honey was extremelyabundant; call loans 5 per cent. The deposits at
the Sub-Treasury wore $3,200,000.
The business in cotton yesterday was extremely light,

and middlings were depressed at 64c. a 66c. There was

loss doing in flour, which declined slightly, and more in

corn, which was lc. cheaper. The demand for provisions
was restricted, though prices (ended strongly downward.
Tho inquiry for groceries was moderate at former quota
turns. Whiskey was heavy and a shade lower. Spices
were, in better request. The public sales of wool and
com passed on less spiritedly, ana lower rates prevailed.
Thorn wore less extensive freight engagements reported.
Important from Europe.Corapltemtlou*

Prodnetd by the Polish Question.
News from Europe crowds in upon us. The

Persia, arrived yesterday, brings two days
later intelligence. Tie news is fraught
with the deepest interest. It is announced that
France, England and Austria hare each addresseddiplomatic notes to the Russian govern"
ment demanding due consideration for the
Poles. The different governments above named
make no threats; but the tone of their dcmandB
is of such a nature as to prove that the Polish
question is of paramount interest at present in
Europe. It is to be remarked that the attitude
of Russia towards Poland is conciliatory. The
government promises to the insurgents a generalamnesty, provided they lay down their arms
by the 13th of May; also that reforms shall be
granted. Will tho Poles accept these offers, or
will they continue their spirited and desperate
resistance to the rule of the Czar? In the latter
case they will undoubtedly have the sympathy
of the great Powers of Europe, and will most
likely sucoced in establishing once more the
kingdom of Poland as an ^ndc^e^eijt untion.

I It is evident that these contingencies bave
brought Europe into a crisis from which a generalwar nay at any moment arise. The probabilitiesare in favor of Poland, as, unbes* Russia
has wonderfully recuperated since her war with
England and France, she. is unable ta cope with
the power which would>bef brought to bear
against her in the eventuality of her attemptingat all risks and hazards to crush the Poles.
To add to the difficulties of the position of the
Emperor of Russia, the attitude of Sweden, as

regards the Polish question, must be takeu into
consideration, She evidently favors the insurrectionists,and hence Russia is fortifying Cronstadt.This step need not be taken as a proof
that Russia has decided to discard the admonitionsof the other great Powers of Europe, but
simply as a matter of precaution against events
which may occur.

It is to be remarked, as a strange complicationof affairs in Europe, that. Napoleon III.
having requested from the Italian government
information as to whether it could furnish an

army to co-operate with France, in case of
eventualities which may po-siblv take place,
Haldini. the Italian Minister of War, replied
that Italy could furnish an army of sixty thousandmen in case of need.
Of course this will be coustrued bv Russia

as a threat against her, and it will doubtless
influence her actions. While speaking of Napoleon,we may here state that ne bold it from
the highest authority that he lately assorted,
apropos of our affairs, that he could scono presentconsiderations inducing any recognition of
the Jeff. Davis government. The Emperor is most
likely in this slate of mind, from the fact that
the troublous aspect of affair* in Europe grants
him ne leisure for aught save the most active
diplomacy at home, and that he knows he may
at any moment need all the resources ol his
empire for contingencies which may arise near
at hand. His policy will be sadly troubled when '
th« nntrl nf ttio raocnt luril «.C I.:-I« - . " Iiw luiwrn I

in Mexico reaches Him. He may be foreeil to '
abandon the expedition, or make it assume a

scale of magnitude and importance which will |
give his enemies in France a stronghold ssralnst. '

bim. The expedition has never been popular j
in the empire, and, now rliat disasters threaten
it. the discontent ot the French people will
become still greater.

It may easily be deduced from all lhe»e facts
that reeognition of the rebellions South is now

'

quite out of the question. The great Powers of
Kurope hare matters of gTnv" and momentous
Importance to distract their attention from Jell'. 1
Havis and his compeers, and will not he likely
now to prate about intervention, mediation or

recognition. They must all prepare for tupmt* j
whioh will change the present aspect of Kurope
and endanger the well being of governments
which seem now stable enough. With suoh
events near at hand no Power in Karope will
be mad enough to court danger on this continent;none will be so rash aa to commit themselvesas onr open and avowed enemies. Tbo
pimple of the North are displaying -entiraent!of loyalty,and a fixed determination to conquer
the rebelfion which will be understood and ap-
prectatod in Kurope. and which will ause all
danger of interference to disuppeur. The re-
beIs will themselves feel the force ol the dis-
play we refer to, and will understand that
henceforth they muat abandon all hope of
foreign aid. When this conviction shall have
become general throughout the South we shall
bo near the end of the rebellion; and we dare
assert that this consummation is nearer at hand

i than may he supposed. ^
1

APRIL 23, 1863.-TRIPL1
Tike Copperheads and Liyal L«a(a«l-A

l'et-p Uehiad the Political Curtain.
Political intrigues seem to be the order of the

day. What with the divisions and sub-divisions,the cliques, "rings" and splits of the
democratic and republican parties, the or-

gunization of, copperhead associations and
Loyal Leagues, the uprising of a great popular
conservative party, and the independent raids
Df those free lanoes, the war democrats, it is
difficult to understand what is the real positionof political affairs. A few dayB ago we

round John Van Huren abusing Fernando Wood,
at a meeting presided over by Goneral Scott,
and arranged by the members of a shoddy committee,while the Albany Regency on the one

band and the abolitionists on Upjf other looked
down upon the contest, and OatfHtence Cassidy,
L'eterCagger, old Dean Richmond, and Wetmore,
Greeley, Dudley Field and Opdyke, secretly
soliloquised, in the words of Iago:.

Now, whether he kill Cassio,
Or Cnwiio him, or each do kill the other,
Every way makes our gain!

The btate elections of last October and Novembercame like a clap of thunder from a

clear eky. Since the amalgamation of all parties,during the popular enthusiasm for the war
iftor the fall of Fort Sumter, there had been no

jpportunity of testing the relative strength
of the administration and its opponents. When
State after State deolared itself opposed to the
imbecility and incapacity which had distinguishedthe conduct of the war, the republicans
were astonished at their losses, and the democratswere still more surprised at their victory,
rho younger, more violent and hasty leaders of
the democracy straightway imagined that the
people were tired of the war, and that the Octoberand November elections were the expressionof this sentiment Thus began the copperbeadmovement, originating in the Legislatures
cut West, and finally obtaining the endorsement
cf Mozart Hall. The groat body of the demo-

>rooy atill remained true to the conservative
platform of "the war for the Unieu," hd6ever,
and the result was a split in the democratic
party. The copperhead faction ran their tioketsin the New England States upon a peace
platform. The conservative party had no choice
but to oppose the copperheads. Consequently
we tind democrats joining with republicans to
secure the sucoess of the administration candidates.and copperhcadism received its death
blow from this combination. Had the issues in
New England been the same as the issues in
Pennsylvania, New York and the other Central
States, the conservatives would have achieved
still greater triumphs.
In the meantime the abolition party, alarmed

by the October and November elections,
chanced its name and assumed a pretence of
loyalty. Hence came,the Loyal Leagues. The
abolition leaders had ridden the negro to
ileuth. All their hopes bad been staked upon
the emancipation proclamation, and, when that
failed, they dishonored their promises, disavowedtheir predictions, and, like dishonest bankrupts,attempted to conduct tbelr business
under another sign. A scrutiny" of the names

of the originators of the Loyal Leagues will
show that they are the same men who engineeredthe abolition parly. Negro-worshippersprofessing- loyalty arc liku wolves in
sheep's clothing and cannot be trusted. A lew
good and true men have undoubtedly been inveigledinto Loyal Leagues, by the pretences
of loyalty and professions of uo-partyism so

abundantly made by (Jreeley, Qpdyke and
Company; but day. by day theso pretences are

more apparent, and these professions weaker,
aou tu«! rent purpose 01 toe leagues win soon

be officially acknowledged, as it has been alreadyunofficially acknowledged by tlie ChevalierForney, in his declaration that the
Leagues could elect a President in 18t>4.
The tew democrats who, like Van Ruren
and Italy, have spoken at the League
meetings, have an object to accomplish.
vise: the annihilation oi' the copperhead
taction of their owu parly. To open fire
upon this faction froui the regular citadel of
the party would occasion an internecine war.

The Albany Regency think it more prndent to
send out Van Ruren. Rrady and olher flying
artillerists to luke up a position upon the
League platform, and thus outflank the copperheads.This explains the strange complications
to whieh we have alluded, and when the real
bottle begins, in ]8i»4, we .shall see this flying
artillery resuming its place in the democratic
line, and opening (ire upon the enemy.
We have but little sympathy, arc confess,

with any of these struggles and intrigues for
position in the future. Let 11s be assured of the
integrity of the country before we dispute in
regard to the next Presidency. The letter of
General Sickles, published on Tuesday lust,
points out the duty of every loyal citi/en. Ft
is to aid in tilling up our armies and maintainingthein at their maximum strength. This
speech making and President making routes at
least a year too «'»on. We have no laith whateverin such machinations. While copperhead

on.l I Aval 1 e..H lk.iH U-loal*
wlircuri? mri a.r'jmi ji« i'jjiirp mi t ucm uuvi

coun*-.let us attend to the wir, and bring it to
a speedy uud triumphant conclusion. When
the proper time arrives we stauil kill off ibin
Loyal I .cugue humbug as easily as we bare demolishedthe i-upperbend delusion, and the
people will sweep aside alt intrigues. a* a

boiiecwilo destroys cobweb*, and elect their
own President unanimously.
Movkmkyts or Uknkkai. Banks..Like GeneralFoster in North Carolina, Banks in

Louisiana baa proved himself a lire general.
It in true be ia careful, and in that respect be is
of the same type as McClellun. But when the
lime comes to strike a blow be does It with
energy, as McClellun did at Antietam. The
...nillnitu tronjir>al in si warlikn tliifl will auonAn/l

beat in the end. Hanks will win by patience
and perseverance what other general* would
lone by headlong rashnes*. The perfection of
generaLir1? is to combine boldness with
caution, and rapid movement* with safety.
Rut general* of thffi clam are rare in the world,
and we'miut wait patiently till they are developed.McClellan gave fair paomine of sue*

cess when he wan removed from hia command.
General Bank* in doing well. We hope he will
not be set aside to make room lor a le** competentman. HI* moderation and good sense

have won golden opinion* for him since he
landed at New Orleans. Hi* victorie* will not
only win the confidence of hi* army and of the
nation, but aoem likely to puve tbe way for
highly Important movement* again* the line*
of tbe enemy. The fruit* may not be no obTlonfi* the present moment; but the time will
probably soon come when the strategic value
or General Rank*' present *ncre«*ea will l»e
fully re« ogntaed br the whole country. |,et
him go oe and prgepet
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0«r Itjr CaapalfB of the Oftra-Prwl"
deal Llaeola'i Ixpeetld V » "

President Lincoln, it is mid, has become a

devotee of the Italian Opera. After attending
one or two of the representations of Grau's
troupe at Washington, he thinks, like Oliver,
be could take a little more. No wonder. From
the troubles of the war it is natural that be
should seek occasional relaxations. His liappy
faculty as a joker has doubtless done him a

world of service; but the wear and tear of the
mind from the cares of Stato demand more

substantial diversions. No wonder, tberefoie,
«... IX -1 AIJ .1 I I . r.f
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musio and the Opera.
Max Maretzek, iu this view, uiuy be net d >wn

aa a public benefactor. He open* another
operatic campaign at our Academy on tho 4lh
of May. It is well timed. Mr. and Mrs. PresidentLincoln, it is understood, will visit New
York in May; for, perhaps, in Juno they inay
go to Riohmond. Who knows ? Resides, even

the President's wife, in view of the approach of
summer, is oalled upon to do a little shopping,
and New York is the place for dry goods In

May, then, we may expect tho Presidential
family, and in the height of the Opera season.

The gay world of fashion, of beauty and
music, will still be in town. The Park will
begin to look green and lovely, and its Saturdaymusic will again attract its thousands, as to
a grand review. Mrs. Lincoln will enjoy the
contrast between such a review and a review
of General Hooker's army in the rain and mud
of the dismal Rappahannock. Honest Old Abe
will thus realize, too, how beautiful are the blessingsof the Union compared with the desolationsof rebellion; and tho singing birds and
beautios of the Park will prepare him lor the
more exquisite singing oirus anu beauties 01

the Opera.
In this light, how grateful will be the change

between Washington and New York. It will
be a translation and transformation as by the
inagic lamp of Aladdin. From hospitals of
sick and wouuded soldiers, camps of contrabands,corrals of army horses, and hordes of

hungry politicians, to the shops of Broadway,the concerts at the Park, and the fascinationsof the Opera, could anything be more

wonderfW * And the journey of half a day will
do it. Surely our distinguished expected visitorscauuot resist the temptation. We expect a

series of victories over the rebellion in tho
meantime, bo that our great father, or great
grandfather, as 3ome of the Indians call him,
may pack up and pack oflT from Washington
for a few days with a light heart and an

easy conscience. And let him bring all his
Cabinet away, excepting Mr. Seward, unless
Lord Lyons shall come with him. aud the governmentwill get on till they return. SecretaryStanton need not be afraid. We will put
him under tiie wing of General Scott, or in the
care of John Van Buren, and John shall accompanythe Presidential party to the Opera. And
what a Union League will be there! A league
of youth and beauty, experience and wisdom,
fashion and refinement, poetry and music, with
our worthy Preaideiy. enjoying himself as at a

love feast, and with Max Maretzek in all his
glory, drums beating and colors flying.
We want President Lincoln, as well as

Mrs. Lincoln, to come on during this May
campaign of Maretzek. We want the Presidentto compare for himself the strategy of
Maretzek with the strategy of the War Office;
the harmony of the Italians with the discords
of the politicians; the music of Mazzoleni with
the jargon of the Cabinet; the delicious strains
of the charming Guerrabella with the tedious
orders of General lialleck. We wish that
Honest Old Abe had been present at the last
night of the late Opera season at the Academy.It was a fairy scene, a grand constellation
of beauty, a spectacle sufficient to quicken the
fancy, sharpen the intellect and keep alive the
patriotism of poet or politician, statesman or

philosopher, for a lifetime. We shull have,
however, many such assemblages in our May
aeason of the Opera; and in their lighter fabrics
of spring, and in anticipation of the Presidential
family, the world of beauty of New York will
appear more beautiful than ever.

Let our fashionable circles prepare for the
great occasion. The negro question is out of
the wuy; West Virginia is admitted into the
Union: we ure going to have a railroad down
Broadway, live cents fare; the war is going on

prosperously; and the President, having heard
the golden voice of Brignoli, will not rest until
ho bus hoard the superb singing of Mazzolcni.
Gold is going down; public confidence is going
up; and if Jeff. Davis can visit a provincial concertat Richmond, where a common illusion
spring bonnet costs seventy-five dollars, surely
lloncst Abe Lincoln and his family, and his
< iibiuet. and all the ladies thereof, considering
New York prices of millinery and the* abundanceof "greenbacks"' can take a run to New
York and the 0|>era, where they will be as welcomeas tbo dowers of May, including GrandfatherWelles, with his flowing beard, {secretary
Stanton and all. '

Thk Military Opf.ratmn's in North Carolina..Theuews which we published yesterday
from North Carolina is of the most cheering
character. By the skill and heroism of Gen.
Foster the little band at Washington, surroundedby a large host, of rebels, were not only
enabled to bold out, but by bis daring in runningthe gauntlet of the enemy's batteries, and
his energy in organizing a force at Newbern to
capture the besieging army, the rebels, discoveringwhat was on foot, gave up the siege and fled
'with precipitation. In all this bneinesa Foster
has shown himself to be a man of sagacity and
nerve. It is important to hold Newbern; for
it is in the rear of the main army of
the rebels, and continually threatens its
communication!- with the ether rebel armiesin the 8outh, and may become
the entering wedge to gain interior lines, so as
to divide tbe rebel forces and destroy them in
detail. When Gmieral Uurnsidb captured
Roanoke l»lan<) and fallowed up the victory by
the oapture of Newbern, be planted a thorn in
the side of tbe Confederate Army of Virginia
which has given it trouble ever since, and has
compelled the employment of a large force to
watch and counteract movements upon its flank
or rear. By a ctntp ris main the rebel generals
hoped to capture the force at Washington first,
and then to pounce upon Newbern; but thoy
have been elt'ectnally hafilcd and compelled to
retreat with loss and humiliation. While this
ha* b«vn accomplished in Ntrtk Carolina by
Hnn»"ide and foster. Hunter anil 8axton. in
South Carolina, have literally achieved notniny.
In*toad of adranciag upon the enemy before he
hail time to fortHy, they harh spent tlielr daya
and nights in the riaioonry attempt of traae(.rinintt the African race in'o white men of the
Oavrwaa type.

«

Tki Broadway Railroad Coop dHEtat
aad th« La* mt lk« Caao.

There «w intense excitement yesterday in
railroad circles, and among the community generally,growing out of the action of the CommonCounoil on Tuesday evening authorising
the Harlem Railroad Company to construct n ;

rudlroad in Broadway. The movement was re-

garded with universal favor on three grounds.
by some us supplying what they believe to be
a great public necessity, by others as annihilatingand bringing to nought all the corrupt
practices and manoeuvres which jobbing
politicians have been carrying on in Albany
on the same subject during this and the
last two or three sessions of the Lcgiala-
tine, and by still a third class as protectingso liberally and efficaciously tbe interestsof tbe city. This excitement culminated |
iu Wall street, where the stock of the Harlem
Kail road Company was iu great demand at advancesof 10, 15 and 20 per cent.
Every one will want to knew, however, how

it happens that the Common Council of New
York attempts to exercise this right of permittinga railroad to be constructed in Broadway,
in lace of the notorious fact that that body has
been by express law peremptorily prohibited h *

from exercising any such right. The two sectionsof the laws for and against may enable
our readers to understand the matter thoroughlyand to judge how far the action of the CommonCouncil on Tuesday evening is legal, and
what probability there is of its being sustained
or reversed by the courts.
Here is tbe section of the act of April 6,

1332, under which the authority of the CommonCouncil to authorize the Iiarlem Railroad
Company to lay their rails in Broadway is
claimed:.
Soctiou X. Tlio Prc'ldopt and Director* of lb* New

York luid Harlem Railroad Company are nereliy unlhori/.odand enmowored. with the i-crmisgiou of ilie Mayor.
Aldermen uud Commonalty of (he city of New York, H
extend llioir railroad sioog the f ourth avenue to i-ourtecnilisi reel, in tlie sa-d city, and through such other
strouLs iu rtioa-iid city as the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonaltyof said city may from time to time permit, a

It is on the authority contained in that motionthat the grant of the Broadway Railroad to t
the Ifariem company is based. There would bo
little doubt of its legality if the Legislature
had not thought proper on the 30th of January,
1800, to enact the following law:.
t-ectlonl. K Khali not be lawful hereafter to lay oo»Htruntoroooraieany railroad iu,upou or aloni; any or either

of the streots or avenues ot the city or New York, wherever
such railroad may commence or end. except under Iha
authority and subject to tbe regulations and restrictions
winch the legislature may hereafter grout and provide
Tins section si,ail not be deemed to affect the operation,
as far as laid, o: auy railroad now constructed and duly
authorized. Nor shall it be h Id to impair in any mannor
any valid grant for or rotating to any railroad tn said
city existing on tbe 1st day of January, 1H60.

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts Inconsistent with
thai act aro hereby repealed.

It would appear, therefore, that the right
claimed by the Common Council is annulled in
one of two ways. The source of power being
transferred 1'ujui the municipality to tbe legislature,the right to grant extensions either fol
lows that transfer, or, if not, then thq right
would oe inconsistent wnn tne provisions 01 j
the act of January U0, I860, and is therefore re

pealed. It is bard to see how both these legal
dilemmas ean be avoided, unless it be held that '

there is some secret virtue iu this last sentence" Nor shall it be held to impair in any
manner any valid grant for or relating to any
railroad in said city existing on the let day of
January, I860."
There is no ^oubt that the terms of the municipalgrant are highly favorable to the interests

of the city, while no such consideration enters
into the scope of the acts pending at Albany on
the sumo subject; and if the action of the CommonCouncil possesses a sufficient degree of
legality it will be upheld by the courts and
sustained by popular sentiment in preference
to the Albany schemes, which are generally
regarded as most barefaced swindles. /

A Tkst or English Fkklixo Towards tot

North..The projected emission of a large
amount of federal bonds in the London money
mark-t is an excellent idea on the part oi our

government. Wo know nothing which is better
calculated to test the real feeling of the Englishpeople in our regard. Its success will dispel
the false impressions created by the readiness
with which the Confederate loan was taken up, '

and which was due entirely to skilful manageman;ran fho nirt r\f flu. uhlrtKuililaru OAntrne.

tors 3i)'l subsidized journalists for whoM
bendit it. was put on the market. Tlie fluctuationsto which it has been since subject show
that it has no real hold on the faith of the
English public, ind wheu the federal loan is
brought into competition with it it will lie noon

seen on which side the balance of confidence
lie-. The London Times is evidently afraid of
the result; for it is endeavoring beforehand to
prejudice people against our bonds and U>
throw difficulties in the way of their negotiation.There can be no better evidence of the

good effect with which their emission is likely
to be attended. It will prove, we believe, that
the ill feeling which has been excited ia
England against the North in connection with
the war is confined to those who have benefited
or hope to benefit by the rebellion.

Moramtt or Spkajckk Caxj.nxrr..The democratsare making a great fum over the minority
report in the case of the Speaker of the Assembly.The lean they ventilate the matter tlm
better. What Callicot did they wanted to do
themselves. They offered to take the Speaker-
whip and to give the republicans the Clerkship
of the Ileus*. All that Callicot did was to
step in and alter Tor his own purposes the terms
of the bargain. We can see no differeuce in
their motives and conduct It is six of one and
half a dozen of the other. If there was a test
wanting of tho relative honesty of both demo- >

crate and republicans in the House it would be
furnished by their conjoint action in the matter
of the Broadway Railroad. A more ahaincfut
swindle upon the public has not been attemptedin this or any former session. And yet we

find the immaculate legislators who are so earnestin denouncing the condnct of Speaker
Callicot amongst those who have voted down
every emendment having for object to renderthis valuable franchise a mean of reduc
in* tha burdens of the citv.

Kin* Art*.
HALKOP VALIABLB PAINTINU3,

A Ml* of valuable oil pointing* will take pU * at ihw
Darby flatlerlae, V*. fit, Broadway, ibta ew«atn«r Thro*
work" *r* by the moat eminent Am rlrin tad other
artiste,making the collection on* of Uw cbolceet andmi
valuable ever oltartd bar*. Tbey are (be property at *
well known ronnoimear, who i* about to leer* for Ko
rope. Mr. Himaenlcb, who baa rbarg* of the *al* of thee*
worlta. ha* Inaugurated an lUaalnWel catalogue, which ww
rnfarJ a* a moat uaaful Idea. It oooialaa photograph* at
the cbetceat paintings la tbe aeUeeMoa.and mablee the tat<-adedpurchaser ..to obtain soma provtooa kaewladge at
the merit* of Uw p*ctur** #

Rai: >^»r many year* publisher of a iiaaallaa |t»>
tor* m 'kntaa, ha» aaM owt aad retired am a lertigM


